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Kidney disease drug on PBS to support kidney-failure related bone 

disease treatment 
 

Minister for Health, Greg Hunt, announces kidney disease drug on PBS 
 
Kidney Health Australia has welcomed the announcement by Minister for Health, Greg 
Hunt, on the inclusion of a kidney disease drug on the pharmaceutical benefits scheme 
(PBS) which helps to treat hormone and calcium disturbance in kidney disease patients 
receiving dialysis. 

Cinacalcet is produced by Pharmacor and treats a condition called “secondary 
hyperparathyroidism” which is a common problem in kidney disease patients. Kidney failure 
causes the parathyroid glands to become overactive and secrete too much parathyroid 
hormone, which regulates the amount of calcium in our bodies. Too much of this hormone 
can wreak havoc on bones and bloods vessels leading to fractures, pain and vascular 
disease.  

Kidney Health Australia Clinical Director, Associate Prof Shilpa Jesudason said having 
Cinacalcet on the PBS would make it much easier to prescribe the drug to affected patients. 
In some cases, it could help avoid the need for patients having to undergo surgery to 
physically remove the parathyroid glands.  

“Chronic kidney disease is a debilitating illness that can create a wealth of social and health 
issues for patients having to manage the disease through regular dialysis, as well as placing 
a huge financial burden in terms of care and hospital utilisation,” A/Prof Jesudason said. 

“Having Cinacalcet on the PBS puts the treatment within reach of all those affected by this 
condition. 

“Kidney Health Australia welcomes support for medical treatments that can improve the 
quality of life for people living with the financial, physical and emotional burden of kidney 
disease,” A/Prof Jesudason said. 

 
-more- 

 
Kidney Health Australia is a not-for-profit and the peak body for kidney health in Australia 
with the aim to protect 5 million at risk Australians from developing end stage kidney 
disease, and to save and improve the lives of people already affected by the disease through 
support services and funding crucial research. To find out more visit www.kidney.org.au  

 

http://www.kidney.org.au/
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Kidney Health Facts 

• Kidneys are essential to a person’s health and wellbeing. They rid your body of waste 

(through urine), clean your blood of waste and toxins, regulate your blood pressure 

and manage the production of Vitamin D – essential to strong bones, muscles and 

overall health!  

• The biggest risk factors for kidney disease are diabetes, high blood pressure, 

established heart problems and/or stroke, family history of kidney failure, smoking, 

obesity, being 60 years or older, of Aboriginal or Torres Strait Islander origin, or a 

history of acute kidney injury. To check your risk visit 

www.kidney.org.au/kidneyrisktest 

• 65 people die with kidney-related disease every day 

• Kidney disease is a silent killer - sufferers can lose 90% of kidney function without 

experiencing any symptoms 

• 1 in 3 people in Australia are at risk of developing chronic kidney disease 

• A staggering 1.7 million Australian adults are affected by kidney disease while 1.5 

million of those are unaware of it 

• Kidney-related disease kills more people than breast cancer, prostate cancer and 

road accidents combined 

• One in five Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islanders have indicators of chronic kidney 

disease and are four times more likely to die from it than the non-Indigenous 

population. 
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