
Letter Template for Healthcare Professionals
[Date]
[MP Name]
Member for [Electorate]
[Electorate Office Address]
Dear [Title] [MP Surname],
Re: National Action Needed to Address Australia’s Kidney Disease Crisis
I am writing to you in my capacity as a [insert profession – e.g., nephrologist, GP, renal nurse, pharmacist, allied health professional] to express deep concern about the rapidly escalating burden of chronic kidney disease in Australia. I am also writing in strong support of Kidney Health Australia’s pre Budget proposal, which outlines a practical and urgent pathway to address this growing public health crisis.
As you may be aware, 2.7 million Australians are now living with signs of kidney disease, and an estimated 2.5 million people remain unaware, despite showing early indicators of chronic kidney disease.  In the past decade alone, the number of Australians affected has grown by more than one million. Chronic kidney disease now contributes to 1 in 6 hospitalisations, costing the health system $9.9 billion annually.
As a healthcare professional, I see firsthand the consequences of late diagnosis. Because up to 90% of kidney function can be lost before symptoms appear, many people present only when their disease is advanced resulting in avoidable suffering, preventable kidney failure, and significant strain on hospital and dialysis services.
The recently released Kidney Code Red: The Response report, developed by more than 140 clinical, community and sector leaders, offers a clear, consensus-driven national blueprint for action. Kidney Health Australia has proposed a modest yet high-impact investment of $10 million over four years to support two priorities that would substantially shift the trajectory of CKD:
Action 1: Early Detection & Awareness – $5 million over four years
· To establish Australia’s first national chronic kidney disease early detection and public awareness initiative.  This program will identify kidney disease earlier in at￼risk Australians, prevent avoidable kidney failure, enable earlier and more effective treatment, and reduce long￼term health system costs associated with late￼stage disease.
Action 2: Kidney Health 4 Life (including Kidney Health 4 Youth) – $5 million over four years.
· To scale Australia’s first lifelong kidney health support program, this initiative will ensure that people of all ages—from children and youth to adults and older Australians—have access to practical tools, evidence-based information and tailored support to manage kidney disease and live well throughout their lives.
These initiatives align directly with the priorities outlined in Kidney Code Red: The Response and with the Government’s goals to reduce preventable chronic disease, improve health equity and relieve pressure on overstretched health services. Given the scale of the CKD burden, this proposal represents exceptional value for money.

Optional: Personal or Local Story
(You may wish to include a snapshot from your clinical experience about the impact of CKD or late diagnosis.)

Given the urgency of this issue and the strong clinical consensus behind the proposed reforms, I respectfully request that you commit to supporting an investment in early diagnosis, greater awareness and access to treatment, along with kidney support programs such as Kidney Health 4 Life. The Government can play a transformational role through a relatively small but nationally significant Budget investment.
Thank you for your continued service to our community and for considering this important request. I look forward to your response.
Yours sincerely,
[Name]
[Professional Title / Qualifications]
[Workplace or Practice]
[Electorate]
[Contact Details]

